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Awards 


This  annual  awards 
program  recognizes 
the  outstanding  and 
Ycn.uK  "avwu'cU-  innovative  efforts  of 

youth  in  |||jnois  who 

are  working  on  environmental  protection 
and  conservation  projects.  Projects  involve 
waste  reduction,  prevention  or  reduction  of 
pollution  in  the  air,  water  or  land; 
restoration,  preservation  or  enhancement  of 
natural  areas;  and  energy  or  water  efficiency. 
Students,  school  clubs  and  youth 
organizations  that  have  participated  in 
environmental  projects  may  apply  for  the 
award.  Applications  are  due  in  the  spring  of 
each  year. 

www.epa.state.il.us/green-youth/index.html 


Clean  School  Bus  Program 

Illinois  EPA’s  Clean  School 
Bus  Program  provides 
technical  and  financial 
assistance  to  school  districts 
to  help  reduce  emissions  in 
diesel-powered  school  buses. 

School  buses  retrofitted  with 
advanced  emission  control  technologies  can 
use  cleaner  fuels  which  helps  address  Illinois’ 
air  quality  problems.  The  goal  of  the 
program  is  to  improve  air  quality  and  the 
health  of  our  children  by  reducing  diesel 
powered  school  bus  emissions. 

www.illinoisgreenfleets.org 


Green  Schools  Video 

Illinois  EPA  has  produced  a 
video  and  other  informa¬ 
tional  materials  that  show¬ 
case  common  sense  steps 


schools  can  take  to  stop  potential  environmental 
problems  before  they  start.  The  video  is 
available  for  loan  from  Illinois  EPA’s  library. 

www.epa.state.il.us/p2/green-schools/index.html,  or 
www.greeningschools.org/about/ 
growing  green  schools.cfm 

Environmental 
Pathways  -  Youth 

Investigating 
Pollution  Issues  in 

Illinois:  A  5th  &  6th 

Grade  Guide  to  the 

Environment 

This  free  packet  of  materials  includes  a  teacher’s 
curriculum  guide  and  posters  for  display  in  the 
classroom.  Illinois  EPA’s  Environmental  Pathways 
education  packet,  designed  for  fifth  and  sixth 
grade  educators,  meets  the  North  American 
Association  for  Environmental  Education’s 
Guidelines  for  Excellence  and  is  aligned  with  the 
Illinois  Learning  Standards. 

www.epa.state.il.us/kids/teachers/environmental- 

pathways/index.html 

Poster,  Poetry 

and  Prose 

Contest 

This  annual  contest 
promotes  the  use  of  the  Agency’s  environmental 
guide  by  fifth  and  sixth  grade  students.  Students 
are  recognized  for  creating  posters,  poems  or 
prose  work  to  illustrate  what  they  have  learned. 
Special  emphasis  is  given  to  air,  land  or  water  on 
a  rotating  basis.  Contest  winners  are  selected  in 
the  spring. 


www.epa.state.il.us/kids/contest/index.html 


Lake  Education  Assistance 

Program  (LEAP) 


The  Lake  Education 
Assistance  Program  (LEAP) 
is  an  education  initiative 
that  provides  up  to  $500 
for  schools  and  not  for 
profit  organizations  to 
participate  in  the  study  of 
lakes/ponds  and  their  watersheds.  Funding  is  in 
the  form  of  reimbursement  of  costs 
incurred  for  activities  and  supplies  such  as 
educational  materials,  scientific  equipment, 
substitute  teacher  payment,  buses/drivers,  lake 
related  conferences,  seminars  and  workshops, 
software  and  visual  materials.  Two  application 
periods  are  offered  annually  with  applications 
due  September  30  and  January  3  I . 


www.epa.state.il.us/water/conservation-2000/ 

leap.html 


Lake  Festivals 


Lake  festivals  are  educational, 
family  oriented  events  open  to 
anyone  that  may  be  interested 
in  lakes,  their  problems  and 
how  to  address  them.  Topics 
may  include  shoreline  erosion 
control,  aquatic  plants,  aquatic 
exotics,  fisheries,  boating  safety 
and  how  a  lake  “works”.  Each  festival  is 
tailored  to  the  interests  of  the  sponsor  group. 
Festivals  may  have  a  children’s  lake  education 
area,  pontoon  boat  tours  of  the  lake  and  food 
provided  by  local  organizations.  Every  lake 
festival  is  free  to  the  public. 

www.epa.state.il.us/water/conservation/lake- 

festivals.html 


Student  Internships 

•  The  Governor’s 
Environmental  Corps 

internship  gives  college  students  the 
opportunity  to  work  in  specific  areas  within 
Illinois  EPA.  This  summer  internship 
program  promotes  environmental 
awareness  and  provides  a  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  issues  and  careers  in  the 
environmental  field. 

www.epa.state.il.us/gec/index.html 

•  The  Pollution  Prevention  and  Energy 
Efficiency  Internship  Program  gives 
college  students  the  opportunity  to  work  in 
the  field  on  waste  reduction  and  energy 
efficiency  projects  during  the  summer.  This 
program  is  designed  to  help  facilities 
identify,  research  and  test  innovative 
technologies  that  increase  efficiency  and 
save  money. 

www.epa.state.il.us/p2/internships/index.html 

Stream- 

bank 
Cleanup 

and 

Lakeshore 
Enhancement  (SCALE) 

The  SCALE  grant  program  was  created  to  assist 
organizations  to  conduct  streambank  and  lake- 
shore  litter  collection  events  to  improve  water 
quality  in  Illinois.  The  SCALE  funds  can  be  used 
for  safety  attire,  littler  bags,  event  promotion, 
dumpsters,  landfill  fees  and  more.  Please  note 
that  the  SCALE  program  is  limited  to  organiza¬ 
tions  that  have  an  established  clean  up  event. 

www.epa.state.il.us/water/watershed/scale.html 


Additional  Resources 


IEPA  Educational  Materials  and 
Resources  Available 

www.epa.state.il.us/kids/teachers/materials- 

resources/index.html 

Illinois  Clean  Energy  Community 
Foundation: 

www.illinoiscleanenergy.org/programs.asp 

Illinois  Dept,  of  Commerce  and 
Economic  Opportunity  (DCEO): 

www.istep.org 

(recycling,  renewable  energy,  etc.) 

Illinois  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  (IDNR): 

www.dnr.state.il.us/lands/education/index.htm 

Illinois  Department  of  Public  Health 
(IDPH)  mercury,  mold,  indoor  health,  etc.: 
www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/ehhome.htm 

Illinois  Sustainable  Technology  Center: 

www.istc.illinois.edu/ 

U.S.  EPA,  Region  5: 

www.epa.gov/region5/enved/ 

Did  you  know?  It  has  been  estimated  that  total  utility  costs 
for  schools,  including  fuel,  water,  wastewater  and  trash 
disposal,  averages  $140  per  student  per  year. 


Did  you  know?  Fresh  water  is  becoming  an  increasingly 
scarce  resource.  It  has  been  estimated  that  water  usage  at 
schools  can  be  reduced  by  30  percent  by  implementing 
modest  water  saving  methods.  These  reductions  can  cut 
operating  expenses  and  help  students  better  understand  ways 
to  conserve  resources. 
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